
Outdoor Classroom with Mr. Feys 

As old man winter froze our great outdoors, the 

students at Orchard Primary hung six bird 

feeders throughout our orchard.  These were 

mostly bird house gourds that were dried and 

hollowed out.  These gourds were a product of 

our annual garden project.  Throughout the 

winter months, we provided sunflower seeds 

from the sunflowers that were also grown in 

our garden.  We 

sure had some 

happy birds and 

some very happy 

SQUIRRELS!  

The ravages of 

winter also took a 

toll on our 

original mud 

oven.  Hopefully, 

as the spring 

weather warms, we can repair both mud ovens 

and get them back into working order.  

Sometimes, the Michigan winter is too fierce 

and it forces us to stay inside.  During these 

inclement weather days, we were able to build 

and construct seven bat houses.  

Michigan spring means maple syrup season.  

This is our 4th year of tapping maple trees on 

our school property.  The flow of sap through 

our trees is dependent upon the weather’s 

freeze/thaw cycle.  This year’s maple syrup 

season began 3 weeks later than last year and 

was a slow sap season for us compared to years 

past.  We began collecting March 11th, we were 

interrupted by spring break, and then ended 

up yielding about 40 gallons of sap.  This 

will normally yield 1 gallon of syrup since 

the ratio of sap to syrup is 40:1.  Even 

though our collection of sap was less, we 

were able to boil the sap down to yield 1½ 

gallons of syrup because  the sugar content 

in the sap was much higher than normal. 

Recently, we once again have placed our 

suction cup bird houses on the outside of 

classroom windows.  We are attracting 

nesting birds so that our students can 

witness the natural nest building and 

rearing of baby chicks from the comfort of 

the classrooms.  As the weather cooperates 

and gets warmer and warmer, we will be 

utilizing our compost and preparing our 

garden for Spring planting.  Coming soon 

will be two outdoor little libraries donated to 

our school from Haley Feys and her high 

school capstone project.  Also, our Raiders 

Reps are donating books for these little 

libraries through the Lucky Gram 

fundraiser that was held in March.  This will 

be an amazing addition to our playground! 
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Physical Education-Mr. Feys 

Our students sure have been physically 

busy this school year too!  In physical 

education, students have been playing an 

assortment of games that stress movement 

and coordination, while emphasizing 

teamwork and sportsmanship.  OP student-

athletes just finished a four-week 

basketball unit.  To coincide with “March 

Madness”, we focused on the 

fundamentals—dribbling, passing, and 

shooting.  We look forward to continuing the 

basic fundamentals of physical education 

through sport and play.  



Art students are beginning to prepare for the 

District-wide ART SHOW this week on 

Thursday, May 16th from 4-7 p.m. at the High 

School.  They will each pick out their favorite piece 

of art work to submit for viewing.  It is always fun 

to look back and see what they have accomplished 

for the year and also exciting for them because it’s 

that much closer to being able to take their 

artwork HOME!  It’s always a common question 

among the students so look for beautiful artwork 

to be coming your way!   

We have been continuing along our art history 

timeline and traveling back in time to see art from 

long ago.  Students have learned about cave art, 

ancient Egyptian art, ancient Greek and Roman 

art, and most recently some classes began our 

study on Medieval and Renaissance art.      

Kindergarten students continue 

to work on the elements of art 

including texture, line, and color.  

Lots of painting and using oil 

pastels to create “resists”.  They 

are also finishing up their 

ancient Roman goblet.   

1st graders just finished up their 

mixed media Pantheon.  Some 

classes have started on their lion 

and unicorn banners.  They seem 

pretty excited about being able to 

draw the popular unicorn!  

2nd graders just 

finished their Greek Olympian. They 

will begin a stained glass project like 

seen in many cathedrals during the 

Middle Ages and Renaissance period.  

3rd graders are 

beginning to learn about rose 

windows that were a large part of 

gothic cathedrals such as Notre 

Dame.  (Yes, this was ironic 

timing.) 

4th grade is also beginning their 

Medieval and Renaissance study and 

learning about the origin of kings and 

queens on playing cards.  They will be 

creating royal self-portraits. 

If you’re ever in the building, O.P. artists’ work is 

displayed along the long hallway going to the gym.  It 

is organized by grade level and includes a short 

description of the project.  Come check it out!  We 

have some talented artists here!  

TECH with Tencza 

3rd and 4th grade students are 

finishing up with keyboarding.  

After spring break we began our 

unit with computer science 

learning how to CODE.  Students were 

introduced to this last year so many were 

very excited about getting started.  We 

will sprinkle in some keyboarding and internet safety 

as well.  

1st and 2nd graders have begun learning how to code 

as well with PBS Scratch Jr. for the 1st grade and 

Scratch Jr. for the 2nd grade.   

 

Notes from Music Class with 

Mrs. Royster, Mrs. Couch & 

Mrs. Mette 
All year your Orchard Primary students in all 

grades have learned music through making music!  

We sing, dance, use instruments and kinesthetic 

movement. 

We listen to different types of music, then discuss 

and describe what we heard while using our Italian 

musical terms.  We learn how to apply techniques 

like tempos, dynamics, expressions and rhythms into 

our songs.  This prepares us for performances or 

concerts. 
 

Before the holidays, 3rd grade gave us a beautiful 

holiday concert and now they are studying all of the 

instruments in the orchestra.  Just recently, the 1st 

and 2nd graders performed their Spring concert and 

did an amazing job!  4th graders continue learning 

how to play beautiful songs on their recorders.  The 

4th Grade recorder concert and Steppin’ Up Night is 

tonight, Wednesday, May 15th at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Middle School Gym!  Kindergarten and 

Begindergarten  classes are working on music that 

reinforces the steady beat and dynamics all while 

singing and moving around the music room.  They 

also are learning about various instruments and 

even get to play some of them.  We end our school 

year by singing many favorites out at the “stage” in 

the outdoor classroom. 

With Mrs. Tencza 



LIBRARY with Mrs. Dupuis 
 

The Spring Half-Off Book Fair was a success.  I am always excited to see that so many 

students are able to purchase a book or two for themselves. Thank you to all that were 

able to add to their personal libraries.  

 

As the year wraps up, students will be listening to books about spring, frogs, butterflies 

and more. I am also planning on sharing with them the challenge that President 

Kennedy made to our nation and the excitement of the Apollo missions. They will listen 

to books and watch videos about the events up to and including the mission to the 

moon.  

 

Please note that all books and fines are due by May 24, 2019. 

 

 

Remember that the Henry Stephens Memorial Library will have a Summer Reading Program 

running June 19 through August 7, 2019.  Sign up in person or over the phone.  Reading over the 

summer helps exercise the mind and stop the summer slide! 


